. THERE seems to be some ambiguity concerning those for whom this little book was written. The author, a surgeon, in his introduction states that he undertook the task in order to satisfy numerous inquiries about the so-called "change of sex" operation, supplying at the same time in general terms sufficient background information about homosexuality and transvestism, for better understanding of the problems involved.
The publisher's note on the inside of the dust cover indicates that professional men, clergymen, lawyers, schoolmasters, and others will profit by reading it. The book cannot be regarded as a scientific treatise, nor indeed is it claimed to be one. In the reviewer's opinion the psychiatrist can do little but accept the author's diagnoses because of lack of sufficient information for critical appraisal. For instance, the case of Mr. B. (page 54), who sought God's forgiveness through castration for masturbation and extra-marital heterosexual relationships, suggests a strong depressive element in his illness. In spite of his suicidal tendencies an; the course of his illness following castration, this is not discussed. The surgeon will find little to help him if he finds himself with his back to the wall because of some patient's suicidal threats should he refuse to operate. The theologian will rapidly demolish humanitarian arguments put forward in favour of the operation, while schoolmasters will learn that Napoleon's body had many feminine characteristics, and that he had inconspicuous genitalia, but they could hardly use this information to shatter their pupils' illusions regarding such a heroic figure. The problem of what in law constitutes male and female is not any nearer its solution as a result of this booklet.
The Wolfenden Report (chapter V) is dealt with very briefly, and given almost complete approval.
The author has collected initerestinig historical material. It is mostly from this point of view that the booklet may be of initerest to some. For others it may emphasise the need for a closer co-operation, not only between specialists concerned with the mind, body, and soul of man, but with those who administer the laws governing his behaviour in the community. Tindall & Cox, 1958 . IT is now six years since the first edition of this book appeared. The good points of the first edition-layout, classification, and illustrations-are retained. The chapter on antepartum hamorrhage has been re-written, but many may consider it the weak link in an otherwise sound chain.
There are many places where dogmatic statements are made with which agreement may not be by any means complete. The chapter on uterine bleeding during early pregnancy is very full and very well written, with the emphasis perhaps placed a little heavily on the rare chorion-epithelioma.
The illustrations are clear and eminently functional, and what inconsistencies there are are amenable to correction in subsequent editions, for example, the rather brief and confusing chapter on obstetric operations. This is a sound textbook in most ways, and provides a very refreshing change from the perhaps more solid and more "standard" textbooks. The undergraduate will find most of his questions answered and the postgraduate will be stimulated to compare, contrast, and search further.
G. H. B. L.
